
GET A JOB!!
😎



Agency 
Design agencies make money by doing 
client work. Agency work is fast-paced 
and usually involves working on several 
clients simultaneously. 

Advertising/Branding - Young & Laramore, Pivot, CODO 
Digital - Radius, SmallBox, The Basement 
Software - Software Engineering Professionals (SEP), 
WWD Software 
Service/Experience/Design Strategy - Studio Science, 
Miles Design



In-house 
In-house is a catch-all phrase to describe 
working within a company on their 
product(s). Depending on the type 
company, these can feel more corporate 
(aka better paying) or still have the easy-
going feel of an agency. 



In-house 
Software UX/UI - Angie’s List, SalesForce 

Visual Design - Simon, IMA 

Marketing - Eli Lilly, Anthem 

Innovation - P&G (Cincinnati), Berry Plastics 

Non-profit/Educational - People for Urban 
Progress, Indiana University, (some startups are NFP) 

Government - Indiana Arts Commission,  
Office of the Governor, any government office



Startups 
Startups are similar to in-house work in 
that you will work on one product. 
Startups can be a fun alternative to 
corporate life but carry a lot of risk. Most 
start-ups don’t make it and require long 
hours/extra work. They can be 
extremely rewarding though because you 
have a lot of ownership over your work.



Contracting 
Often, companies use contract positions 
as a way to test out employees before 
hiring them full time. Contract jobs can 
be a good way to get your foot in the 
door. Don’t be afraid to apply for a job 
listed as “contract,” “temporary,” or 
“short-term.”



Job titles

Visual Designer 
Graphic Designer 
Assistant Graphic Designer 
Web Designer 
Interactive/Interaction 
Designer 
Motion media designer 
UX Designer 
UX Researcher 
UI Designer 
Product Designer 

Design Strategist 
Design Researcher 
Junior designer 
Production designer 
Illustrator 
Communication Designer 
Creative lead 
Service Designer 
Service design Consultant 
“Graphic Artist”

Midwest  
Chicago, IL 
Cincinnati, OH 
Columbus, OH 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Minneapolis, MN 
Louisville, KY 

West Coast 
San Francisco/Bay Area/Silicon Valley 
Portland, OR 
Seattle, WA 

East Coast 
New York 
Washington, DC 

South 
Austin, TX 
Atlanta, GA 



Job titles (upper levels)

Senior Designer 
Art Director 
Creative Director 
Design Lead/Director 



Advice and stuff
🤑



How many jobs will I need to  
apply for?



How many jobs will I need to  
apply for?

1-60 



How many jobs will I need to  
apply for?

1-60 
15-30 



What will my starting salary be?



What will my starting salary be?

$30,000–$60,000 



What will my starting salary be?

$30,000–$60,000 
$46,000



Do I need to meet every 
requirement in a job posting?

No, if you meet a majority, 
they will still look at you.



Why does it seem like every 
posting asks for 3-5 years of 
experience?

Often, this signifies that 
“this should not be your first job.” 
Apply for the job you think are right 
for you regardless of years of 
experience requests (within reason).



What about coding?

If they ask for experience with 
code, make sure you clarify what 
they’re looking for. “Knowledgable 
with H™L” is very different than 
“Code Ninja.”



If I’m not 100% satisfied with my 
first job, am I doomed?

No. Your first job is only there to 
set you up for the next job.



Where to look for jobs 

LinkedIn 
AIGA 
Authentic Jobs 
IxDA 
AngelList 
Service Design Network 
USAjobs.gov

http://USAjobs.gov


Where to look for jobs - cities

Midwest  
Chicago, IL 
Cincinnati, OH 
Columbus, OH 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Minneapolis, MN 
Louisville, KY 

East Coast 
New York 
Washington, DC

West Coast  
San Francisco/Bay Area/
Silicon Valley 
Portland, OR 
Seattle, WA 

South 
Austin, TX 
Atlanta, GA



How to search for jobs

Be smart about how you search. Sometimes, 
companies just post jobs on their own 
website. Or, if they are large enough (e.g. 
Fortune 500s), they have their own search 
engines on their site. 

“Top startups [city]” 
“Fortune 500 companies [city]” 
“Top digital agencies [city]” 
“Marketing agency [city]” 


