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Internet

A network of networks. 

A global system of interconnected computer networks that use 
a standard language to speak to each other.
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Network

A collection of computers or other hardware that are  
connected by communication channels that allow sharing  
of resources of information.
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Intranet

A closed network often used by organizations to share data. 
Similar to the Internet but on a much smaller scale and private.
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Web page

A document, usually based in HTML that is used to display 
content on the World Wide Web.
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Web site

A collection of web pages that deliver related content. The pages 
of a site are all hosted together on a server and accessed by 
users via their computers.
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World Wide Web

The platform that allows us to create web pages and share  
them over the Internet. There are three components that  
make up the WWW:  

 Hypertext Markup Language (HTML) 

 Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) 

 Uniform Resources Locator (URL)
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HTML

Hypertext Markup Language. The common language used to 
construct web pages.

8



HTTP

Hypertext transfer protocol. The foundation for the way that 
information is transferred on the WWW. 

A protocol is a common means for unrelated objects to 
communicate with each other or a system of digital rules for 
data exchange within or between computers.
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URL

Uniform resource locator. A universal address at which you can 
find a document on the WWW (usually an HTML doc). 

A URL consists of a protocol and domain. 

http://www.cnn.com 
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Domain

The specific address where you can access a web page or site. 
This address is tied to a specific space on a server. These 
domain names are controlled by the Domain Name System 
(DNS). Think of the DNS as a phone book for the Internet. 

The DNS links the specific Internet Address of the server (IP) to 
the public domain name (site.com). For example, when 
someone types mywebsite.com into a browser, the DNS tells the 
browser that mywebsite.com is acutally located at IPv6: 
2620:0:2d0:200::10, the server’s address.
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Server

A physical computer dedicated to running one or more services. 

12



Browser

An application that reads HTML and connected documents from 
the WWW and translates them into visual web pages.
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Bandwidth

The rate of data transfer, measured in bits/second. 

Translates to how fast you can load a webpage. If you have 
higher bandwidth, you will see the page faster.
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Database

An organized collection of data. 

Web sites often use databases to dynamically store and  
retrieve content.
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Pixel

Picture element. The smallest element in a display device.
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CSS

Cascading style sheet. A style sheet language that is  
used to describe the look and formatting of a markup  
document (HTML).
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JavaScript

A computer programming language that is used to change  
the behavior of a web page. (think of animations or drag and 
drop features)
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HTML + CSS + JavaScript

HTML = content 

CSS = style and layout 

JS = behavior
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SEO

Search Engine Optimization. Tactics to affect the visibility of a 
web page in a search engine’s organic results. 

SEO considers how engines crawl code, not how people 
consume content on the web.
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Analytics

Useful patterns in a data set. Used to track type, number, 
location, etc. of users and the content the consume.
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Agile software development

A method of software development that focuses on delivering 
working software in a minimum amount of time. 

Different from older methods, Agile promotes continuous 
improvement and flexibility.
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