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BASIC OUTLINE OF A THESIS 

JUSTIFICATION 

METHODOLOGY 

RESEARCH 

FINDINGS 

DISCUSSION

What is the Problem context 

How are you approaching a solution? 

What was your intervention? 

Was your intervention successful? 

Conclusion/reflection



JUSTIFICATION 

This is where you convince the reader that your research is 
necessary and valid. 

What is the problem and why does it exist? 

Provide some historical/cultural/scientific context about the 
problem space 

Broadly, what has been done to address the problem so far? 
Why has it been unsuccessful? 

Where do you see an opportunity to intervene?



WRITING A JUSTIFICATION 

Write it as a narrative that builds up to your hypothesis (which 
will conclude the section). 

What will help? 

The outline 

Keyword searches 

Editorial process 



THE OUTLINE 
“a narrative that builds up to your hypothesis” 

Break your argument down into chunks. 

Build up your argument, work from broad to narrow. 

Explain the context surrounding the problem and the 
problem specifically.



LET’S BUILD AN OUTLINE FOR… 

How might IUPUI 
undergrads find relevant 
online elective classes that 
meet the requirements of 
their major?



KEYWORDS 
The search query you build will impact the quality of the  
results you get. 

Form search queries in a way that computers will enjoy. 

Use distinct words and phrases and connect them with  
boolean operators 

and  /  or  /  not 

When searching, put phrases in quotes (“online education”) 



http://google.com


PRO TIPS 
Try searching with Google Scholar or WorldCat. 

Pay attention to words that keep coming up but you’re  
not using in your keyword search. 

If you’re really struggling, consult a reference librarian. 

Carefully read bibliographies and find those sources. 

Keep track of your sources. Use EasyBib or something similar.



CRAP DETECTION  
Make sure what your finding is reliable.

Currency 
 • How recent is the information? 
 • How recently has the website been updated? 
 • Is it current enough for your topic? 

Reliability 
 • What kind of information is included in the 

resource? 
 • Is content of the resource primarily opinion? 

Is is balanced? 
 • Does the creator provide references or 

sources for data or quotations? 

Authority 
 • Who is the creator or author? 
 • What are the credentials? 
 • Who is the published or sponsor? 
 • Are they reputable? 
 • What is the publisher’s interest (if any) in this 

information? 
 • Are there advertisements on the website? 

Purpose/Point of View 
 • Is this fact or opinion? 
 • Is it biased? 
 • Is the creator/author trying to sell you something?



EDITORIAL PROCESS 
Don’t get bogged down in grammar/spelling at first. 

Make sure your argument is strong and your thesis is clear.  

Are you using solid logic? 

Are your paragraphs structured well? 

Are you adequately discussion the things you tell us  
you will discuss in the introduction. 

Peer-review your work!



FRIDAY, 22 JANUARY 
We’re going to be workshopping your writing.  

Bring, at least, a draft of… 

- your research question 

- your early hypothesis 

- the outline 

- your introduction 



LINKS 
Google Scholar: https://scholar.google.com 

WorldCat: http://www.worldcat.org 

Boolean Operators: http://libguides.mit.edu/c.php?g=175963&p=1158594 

Easybib: http://www.easybib.com 

Crap Detection: https://librariesandtransliteracy.wordpress.com/2010/09/16/crap-detection-a-21st-century-literacy/ 
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